CIVILIZATION    AND    DISEASE

ized industrial society in which we live we all depend on each
other, and we must learn to sacrifice minor liberties in order to
preserve and safeguard the essential ones. Education is certainly
most important in public health, for it teaches us not only how to
live, but also how to pass and to obey laws that will protect the
people's health.

The law has been called upon also to guarantee compensation
for the loss of health.

Among primitive peoples and in all ancient civilizations a man
who injured a fellow man was punishable. The most primitive repa-
ration was provided by the ius talionis, "eye for eye, tooth for tooth,
hand for hand, foot for foot."6 Retaliation satisfied the desire for
vengeance. It did not replace the lost organ nor did it compensate
materially for it, but in the Code of Hammurabi as well as in the
Laws of Moses it was the only admissible sanction among social
equals. If, however, the victim was socially inferior, compensation
in money took place. Thus the Code of Hammurabi prescribes: 7

196.  If a man has destroyed the eye of a Freeman, his own eye
shall be destroyed.

197.  If he has broken the bone of a Freeman, his bone shall be
broken.

198.  If he has destroyed the eye of a plebeian, or broken a bone
of a plebeian, he shall pay one mina of silver.

199.  If he has destroyed the eye of a man's slave, or broken a
bone of a man's slave, he shall pay half his value.

200.  If a man has knocked out the teeth of a man of the same
rank, his own teeth shall be knocked out.

201.  If he has knocked out the teeth of a plebeian, he shall pay
one-third of a mina of silver.

In the Laws of Moses the man who injures his slave must com-
pensate by letting him go free: 8

And if a man smite the eye of his servant, or the eye of his maid,
that it perish; he shall let him go free for his eye's sake.
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